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 OPThe session of congress being closed, we shall 
have an opportunity to bring up lee-way as to do- 
cumentary and statistical matters, as well as to fur- 
nish our readers with q variety of useful articles, 
original and selected. 

We have just received Mr. Forsyth’s speech in 
reply to Mr. Clay—it is long, but interesting, and 
designed for the next ReeisTer. 

(PrThe Generar rnpex, so long talked of and 
so vexatiously delayed, because the editor could 
not himself command the time to execute it, will 
be put to press next week, and pushed on as ra- 
pidly as possible. Though it has cost much money, 
and has had the most patient drudgery bestowed 
upon it, it is yet a hard editorial duty to finish and 
bring it forth from the press. The belief, however, 
is enjoyed that it will answer every reasonable ex- 
pectation. 

aPpaAs to the volume of revolutionary speeches, 
orations and papers—the editor has resolved to put} 
it to press as soon as he can possibly spare the 
time needful to edit it, which may be expected 
during thesummer. The collection will not be so 
extensive as was hoped for, but it will be valuable 
—grateful to the patriot heart, and interesting to 
the curious enquirer. 











Revolutionary Matters. 


LETTER FROM JOHN ADAMS, £5Q@. TO WM. TUDOR, ESQ. 
(Communicated for the Register, by president Adams.] 
Quincy, March 29, 1817. 

Dear Sir—Is your daughter, Mrs. Stuart, who | 
am credibly informed is one of the most accom- 
plished ladies, a painter? Are you acquainted 
with Miss Lydia Smith, who, I am also credib] 
informed, is one of the most accomplished ladies, 
and a painter? Do you know Mr. Sergeant? Do 
you correspond with your old companion in arms, 
Col. John Trumbull? Do you think Fisher will 
be an historical painter? 

Whenever you shall find a painter, male or fe- 
male, I pray you to suggest a scene, and a sub- 
ject, for the pencil. 

The scene, is the council chamber in the old 
Town House in Boston. ‘The date is in the month 
of February 1761, nine years before you entered 
my Office in Cold Lane. As this was five years 
before you entered college, you must have been 
in the second form of master Lovell’s school. 

That council chamber was as respectable an 
apartment as the house of commons or the house 
of lores in Great Britain, in proportion, or that in 
the state house in Philadelphia in which the de- 
claration of independence was signed, in 1776. In 
this chamber, round a great fire, were seated five 
judges, with lieutenant governor Hutchinson at 
their head, as chiefjustice, all arrayed in their new, 
fresh, rich robes of scarlet English broad cloth; 
in their large cambric bands, and immense judici- 
al wigs. Inthis chamber were seated at a long 
table all the barristers at law of Boston, and of the 


J 2 Ci PLETED 

In acorner of the room must be placed us a 
spectator and an auditor, wit, sense, imapination, 
genius, pathos, reason, prudence, eloquence, learii- 
ing’and immense reading, hanging by the s)oulders 
on two crutches, covered with a cloth great coat 
in the person of Mr. Praft, who had been solicited 
on both sides but would engage on neither, being, 
as chief justice of New York, about to leave Bos. 
ton forever: two portraits at more than full length 
of king Charles the second and of king James the 
second, in splendid golden frames were hung up 
on the most conspicuous sides of the apartment. 
If my young eyes or oid memory have not de- 
ceived me, these were as fine pictures as I ever 
saw; the colours of their royal ermines and long 
Howing robes were the most glowing, the figures 
the most noble and graceful, the features the most 


he king and queen of France in the senate cham- 
ber of congress—these were worthy of the pencils 
of Rubens and Vandyke. ‘There was no painter in 
England capable of them at that time. They had 
been sent over without frames in gov. Pownall’s 
time, but he was no admirer of Charies or James; 
the pictures were stowed away in a garret among 
rubbish till governor Bernard came, who had them 
cleaned, superbly framed, and placed in council, 
forthe admiration and imitation of all men—no 
doubt with the advise and concurrence of Hut- 
chinson and all his nebula of stars and satteliites. 
One circumstance more: Samue} Quincy and John 
Adams had been admitted barristers at that term. 
John was the youngest; lhe should be painted look- 
ing like a short thick arch-bishop of Canterbury 
seated at the table with a pen in his hand, lost in 
admiration, now and then minuting ibose poor notes 
which your pupil, judge Minot, has printed im his 
history, volume 2d, page 89, 90, 91,92, 93, 94, 95, 
96, 97, 98, 99, with some inierpolations. I will copy 
them from the book and then point out those in- 
terpolations. 
Itis true, said Mr. Gridley, the common privi- 
leges of Englishmen are taken away in this case, 
but even their privileges are not such in cases of 
crime and fine. It is the necessity of the case, 
and the benefit of the revenue that justifies this writ. 
Is not the revenue the sole support of fleets and 
armies abroad, and ministers at home, without 
which the nation could neither be preserved from 
the invasions of ber foes nor the tumuits of her 
own subjects? Is not this, I say, infinitely more im- 
portant than the imprisonment of theives or even 
murderers? Yet in these cases, it is agreed that 
houses may be broke open. In fine, the power 
now under consideration is the same with that 
given by the law of this province to treasurers, to- 
wards collectors, and to them towards the subject. 
A collector may when he pleases distrain my goods 
and chattles, and, in want of them, arrest my per- 
son, and throw me instantly into gaol. Whar! sh al} 
my property be wrested from me? Shali my liber- 
ty be destroyed by a collector for a debt unad- 


pie kin and characteristic, far superior to those of 


neighbouring county of Middlesex, in gowns,|judged, without the common indtigence and len- 


bands and tye wigs; they were not seated on ivo- 
ry chairs, but their dress was more solemn and 


ty of the law? So it 1s established; and the neces- 





more pompous than that of the Roman senate 
waen the Gauls broke in upon them. 
Vor. XLV, 10. 
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Mr. Thatcher, an eminent lawyer, being ordered 
by the court to search for precedents, reported 
that he found no such writ in the ancient books; 
that the most material question was, whether the 
practice of the exchequer was good ground for 
this court. Butthis court had, upona solemn ar 
gument which lasted a whole day, renounced the 

charge of jurisdiction, which the exchequer had 
in cases when either party was the king’s debtor. 
In England, all informations of uncustomed or pro- 
hibiied goods were in the exchequer; so that the 
custom house officers were the officers of that 
court, under the eye and discretion ofthe ba- 


rons, and so accountable for any wanton exercise of 


power. The writ now prayed for was not returna- 
bie. If the seizures were so before their honors, 
and this court should enguire into them, they 
would often find a wanton exercise of power. In 
England they served at their peril, even wit! proba- 
ble cause, 

Mr. Ous appeared for the inhabitants of Boston, 
who had presented a countcr-petition. 
discloses several curious facts, presents a striking | 


picture of the spirit of the times, and insome mea- | 


sure portrays the manner of that ardent patriot an¢ 
well-read lawyer, we shall insert more at large sus 
minutes as we paapers Jamenting that we “cannot 
recover at this doy x 
an 
omi.ter. 

“Way it please your hanovs— 

I was ‘esired by one of the court to look into | 
the books, and consider the question now before | 
th om eoncern!; g writs of assistance; [have accord- } 
ing}! 


As his plea} 


many elegant rhetorical touches 
weighty arguments which were unavoidably 


ther popular cause has raised much resentment: but 
I think Ican sincerely declare that I cheerfully sub- 
mit myself to every odious name for conscience 
sake; and from my soul I despise all those whose 
guilt, malice or folly has made them my foes—Let 
the consequences be what they will, I am deter- 
mined to proceed. 

The only principles of public concuct, that are 
worthy of a gentleman, or a man, are to sacrifice es- 
tate, ease, health, and applause, and even life to the 

sacred calls of his country. ‘hose manly senti- 
ments, in private life, make the good citizen in 
public life the patriot and the hero. 1 do not say, 
that when brought to the test, I shall be invinci- 
ble: I pray God I may never be brought to the me- 
lancholy trial; but if ever 1 should, it will be then 
‘known how far I can reduce to practice principles 
which I know to be founded on truth—in the 
mean time I will proceed to the subject of this 
writ. 

In the first place, may it please your honors, I 
will admit that writs of one kind may be legal; that 

‘is, special writs, directed to special officers, 
and ta search certain houses, &c. specially set 
forth in the writ, may be granied by the court of 
‘exchequer at home, upon oath made before the 
|lord treasurer by the person who asks it, that he 
|Suspects su such goods to be concealed in those very 
pluces he desires to search. The act act of 14th 
‘Charles II, which Mr. Gridley mentions, proves 
Ithis. And. in this light the writ appears like a 
| warrant from a justice of the peace to search for 
Stolen goods. Your honors will find in the old 


{ 





| books concerning the office of a justice of the 


considered it, and now appear not only in peace, precedents of general warrants to search 


obedience to your ovdiens but hkewise in behalf of! su spected houses. 


the inhabitants of this town, who have presented | 
anot ~~ petition, and outof regard to the liberties | 
of the subject. And Ltake this opportunity to de | 
pity that whether under a fee or not (for in suci: 
a cause as this I despise a fee) I will to my dying | 
day oppose with all the powers and faculties God 


But in more modern books you will find only spe- 
cial warrants to search such and such houses speci- 
ally named, in which the complainant has before 
‘sworn that he suspects his goods are concealed, 
}and you will find it adjudged that special w arrants 

‘only are legal. In the same manner I rely on it 


his given me, all such instruments of slavery on the that the writ prayed for in this petition being gene- 


one | 
assistance is. 
it appears to me the worst instrument of arbi- 
trary power, the most destru ctive of English lber- 
ty and the fundamental principles of Jaw, that ever 
was found in an English law-book. I must there- 
fore beg your honor’s ps.ience and attention to the 
whole range of an argument, that may perhaps ap- 
pear uncommon in many things, as well as to points 
of lesrning that are more remote and unusual, that 
the whole tendency of my design may the more 
easily om perceived, the concitisions better discern 
ed and the force of them better felt. I shall not think 
much of pains in this cause, as I engaged in it from | 
pris ‘ciple. Twas solicited to argue ‘this cause as 
alvocate-general, and because I would not, I have 


and and viiliany on the other, as this writ of ral, is illegal; it is a power that places the liberty of 


every man in the hands of every petty officer. I 
say, admit that special writs of assistants to search 
special places may be granted to certain persons, 
on oath; but I deny that the writ now prayed for 
can be granted, forI beg leave to make some ob- 
servations on the writ itself, before I proceed to 
other acts of parliament. In the first place, the 
writ is universal, being directed ‘to all and singu- 
lar the justices, sheriff s, constables and ctheroflicers 
and subjects, so that in short it is directed to every 
subject in the king’s dominions. Every one wath 
this writ may bea tyrant: if this commission be 
| leg: ‘l,a tyrant in a legal manner also may control, 
‘imprison or murder any one within the realm; in 
ithe next place it is perpetual—there is no return. 





been charged with desertion from my office. To!A man is accountable to no person for his doings: 
tits charge Ican give a very sufficient answer. I] every man may reign secure in his petty tyranny, 
renounced that office, and I argue this cause from | and spread terror and desolation around him, until 
hesame principle; and 1 argue it with the greater | the trump of the arch-angel shall excite different emo- 
pleasure i as itis in favor of British liberty, atl a | tions in i soul. 

time when we hear the greatest monarch upon! Inthe third place, aperson with this writ may in 
earth « declaring from his throne that he glories in|the day-time enter all houses, shops, &c. at will, 
the name of Briton, and that the privileges of his | and command all to assis! him. Fourthly, by this 
people are dearer to him than the most valuable / writ not only deputies, &c. but even their menial 
pr crogativ es of his crown—and as it is in opposition | servants are allowed to lord it over us. What ts 
to a kind of power, the exercise of which in form er| this but to have the curse of Canaan with a witness on 


periods of Englis’ ) history cosT ONE KING OF ENG- 
LAND HIS HEAD AND ANOTHER HIS THRONE, [| have 
taken more pains in this cause than I will ever 
tuke again, although my engaging in this and ano- 


us, to be the servants of servants to the most despicable 
af God’s creation? Now, one. of the most essential 
branches ot English liberty is the freedom of one ’s 
house; a man’s house is his castle, and whilst he is 
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quiet he is as well guarded as a prince in his castle. | 
This writ, if it should be declared legal, would to-: 
taily annihilate this privilege; custom-house officers. 
may enter our houses when they please, we are 
commanded to permit their entry. Their menial 
servants may enter, may break locks, bars, and any 
thing in their way, and, whether they break through 
malice or revenge, NO man, no court can inquire— 
bare suspicion without oath is sufficient; this wan- 
ton exercise of this power is not a chimerical sug- 





gestion of a heated brain. I will mention some 
facts—Mr. Pew, had one of these writs, and when 
Mr. Ware succeeded him, he endorsed this writ 
over to Mr. Ware, so that these writs ure negotiable 
from one officer to another; and so your honors 
have no opportunity of judging the persons to 
whom this last power is delegated. Another in- 
stance is this—Mr. justice Wally had called this 
same Mr. Ware before him by a constable to answer 
fora breach of Sabbath day acts, or that of pro- 
fane swearing; as soon as he had finished, Mr. Ware 
asked him if he had done, he replied, yes—well 
then, said Mr. Ware, I will shew you a little of my 
power; I command you to permit me to search your 
house, for uncustomed goods, and went on to search 
his house from the garret to the cellar, and then 
served the constable inthe same manner. But to 
shew another absurdity in this writ, if it should be 
established, I insist upon it every person by the 
14th Charles Il. has this power as well as custom- 
house officers; the words are “‘it shall be lawful far 
any person or persons authorised,” &c. Whatascene 
does this open! every man prompted by revenge, 
ill humour, or wantonness to inspect his neighbor’s 
house, may get a writ of assistants, others will ask 
it from self-defence, one arbitrary exertion will pro- 
voke another, until society be involved in tumult 
and in blood. Again, these writs are not returned. 
Writs in their nature are temporary things. When 
the purposes for which they are issued are answer- 
ed, they exist no more——but these live forever, no 
one can be called to an account—thus reason and 
the constitution are both against this writ. Let us 
see what authority there is for it. Not more than 
one instance can be found of it in all our law 
books, and that was in the zenith of arbitrary pow- 
er, (viz.) in the reign of Charles II. when star-cham- 
ber power was pushed to the extremity, by some 
ignorant clerk of the exchequer. But if this writ 
had been in any book whatever, it would have beeu 
illegal; all precedents are under the controul of 
the principles of law—lord Talbot says it is better 
to observe these than any precedents, though in the 
house of lords, the last resort of the subject, no 
acts of parliament can establish sucha writ, though 
it should be made in the very words of the petition 
it would be void. An act against the constitution 
is void, (vid. Viner.) but these prove no more, 
than what I before observed, that special writs may 
be granted on oath on probabie suspicion. The 
act of 7th and 8th of William III, thai the officers 
of plantations shall have the power, kc. is confined 
to this sense, that an officer stall shew probable 
ground, should take his oath of it, should do this 
before a magistrate, if he think proper, sbould is- 
sue aspecial , warrant to a constable to search the 
places. That of 6th Anne, can prove no more.” 
The lines underscored are interpolations (viz.) 
“until the trump of the arcl)-angel shall excite dif- 
ferent emotions in his soul.”— what is this but to 
have the curse of Canaan with a witness on us; to be 


the servants of servants, the most despieable of 
God’s creation?” 





You have now the stage and the scenery, next fol- 
lows the narration and the subject. I rather think 
that we lawyers ought to call it a briefof the cause. 

When the British ministry received fromm Gene- 
ral Amherst bisdespatches announcing the conquest 
of Montreal and the consequent annihilation of the 
French government in America, in 1759, they im- 
mediately conceived the design, and took the reso- 
lution, of conquering the Erglish colonies, and sub- 
jecting them to the unlimited authority of parlia- 
ment; with this view and intention they sent orders 
and instructions to the collector of customs in Bos- 
ton, Mr. Charles Paxton, to apply to the civil au- 
thority for writs of assistants, to enable the custom- 
house officers, tide waiters, land waiters and all, 
to command ail sheriffs and constables, &c. to at- 
tend aod aid them in breaking open houses, stores, 
shops, cellars, ships, bales, trunks, chests, casks, 
packages of all sorts, to search for goods, wares 
and merchandizes which had been imported against 
the prohibitions or without paying the taxes im- 
posed by certain acts of parliament called the acts 
of trade; that is, by certain parliamentary statutes 
which had been procured tobe passed from time 
to time for a century before, by a combination of 
selfish intrigues between West Indiaplanters and 
north Ainerican royal governors. These acts never 
had been executed as revenue laws, and there 
never had been a time when they would have been 
or could have been obeyed as such. 

Mr. Paxton, no doubt consulting with governor 
Barnard, lieutenant governor Hutchinson and all 
the principal crown officers, thought it not pru- 
dent to commence his operations in Boston, for 
obvious reasons; he instructed bis deputy collector 
in Salem, Mr. Cockle, to apply by petition to the 
superior court, in November 1769, then sitting in 
that town, for writs of assistants. Stephen Sewal 
was then chief justice of that court, an able man, 
an uncerrupted American, and a sincere friend of 
liberty, civil and religious. 

He expressed great doubts of the legality of such 
a writ and of the authority of the court to grant it. 
Not oxe of his brother judges uttered a word in 
favor of it; but as it was an application on the part 
of the crown, it must be heard und determined.— 
After consultation, the court ordered the question 

to be argued at the next February term in Boston 
(viz) 1761. In the mean time chief justice Sewal 
died, ard }ieut. gov. Hutchinson was appointed 
chief justice of that court in his stead—every ob- 
serving and thinking man knew that this appoint. 
ment was made for the direct purpose of deciding 
this question in favor of the crown, and all others 
in which it should be interested, 

As alarm was spread far and wide. Merchants 
of Salem and Boston applied to Mr. Pratt, who re- 
fused, and to Mr. Otis and Mr. Thatcher, who ac- 
cepted, to defend them against the terrible menac- 
ing monster, the writ of assistants. Great fees were 
oftered, but Otis, and I believe Thatcher, would ac- 
cept of none, “In such a cause,” said Otis, “1 de- 
spise all fees.” 

I have given you a sketch of the stage, and the 
scenery, and the brief of the cause, or if you like 
the pirase better, the tragedy, comedy, or farce. 

Now for the actors and pertormers. Mr. Grid- 
ley argued with his characteristic learning, inget.u- 
ity and dignity, and said every thing that could 
be said in favor of Cock!e’s petition; all depending 
however on the “if the parliament of Great Britain 
is the sovereign leyislature of all the British em. 
pire.” Mr. Phatcher fotlowed him on the other 
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side, and argued with the softness of manners, the 
integrity and cool reasoning which were remarka- 
ble in his amiable character, 

But Otis was a flame of fire!-—with a promptitude 
of classical allusions, a depth of research, a rapid 
summary of historical events and dates, a profusion 
of legal authorities, a prophetic glance of his eye in- 
to futurity, and a torrent ofimpetuous eloquence, he 
hurried away every thing before him. 

American independence was then and there born; 
the seeds of patriots and heroes were then and 
there sown, to defend the vigorous youth, the non 
sine Diis animosus infans. 

Every man of a crowded audience appeared to 
me to go away as I did, ready to take arms against 
Writs of assistants. Then and there was the first 
scene of the first act of opposition to the arbitrary 
claims of Great Britain. Then and there the child 
Independence was born; in fifteen years (viz) 1» 
1776, hie grew up to manhood and declared himseif 
free. 

‘The court adjourned for consideration, and after 
some days, at the close of the term, Hutchinson, 
chief justice, arose and said, “The court has const- 
dered the subject of writs of assistants and cao 
see no foundation for such a writ; but as the prac- 
tice in Ex.gland is not known, it has been thought 
best to con.inue the question until next term, that 
in the mean time opportunity may be given to write 
to England for information concerning the subject. 
In six months thenext term arrived, but no judg- 
ment was pronounced, no letters from England 
were produced, and nothing more was ever said in 
court concerning writs of assistants; but it was ge- 
neraily reported and understood that the courts 
clandestinely granted them, and the custom-house 
vfficers had them in their pockets, though I never 
knew that they dared to produce them or execute 
them in any one instance. 

Mi. Os’ popularity was without bounds. In May, 
1761, he was elected into the house of representa- 
tives by an almost unanimous vote. On the week of 
his election, | happened to be at Worcester, attend- 
ing the court of common pleas, of which brigadier 
Ruggies was chief justice, when the news arrived 
from Boston of Mr. Otis’ election. You can have no 
idea of the consternation among the government- 
people. Chier justice Ruggles, at dinner at col. 
Chandler’s on that day, said, “Out of this election 
will arise a d d faction, which will shake this 
province to iis foundation.” Ruggles’ foresight 
reached not beyond his nose. That election has 
shaken two continents and will shake all four.— 
For ten years, Mr. Otis, at the head of his country’s 
cause, conducted the town of Boston, and the peo- 
pie ci tie province, with a prudence and fortitude, 
and at every sacrifice of personal interest,and amidsi 
unceaslig persecution, which would have done ho- 
nor to the Most virtuous patriot or martyr of an- 
trquity. 

i.e forgoing minute of Mr. Otis’ argument, are 
no bevier a representation of it than the gleam ofa 
giow-worm to the meridian blaze of the sun. J 
fear I shall make you repent bringing out tie old 
gentieman. Ridendo dicere verum quid vitat? 

JOUN ADAMS. 





The evils of this system must be checked. Look at 
the state of our country!—It is overrun with clans 
of bank-makers, bank-note counterfeiters and bank 
robbers; a terrible trio of characters, operating by 
different means to produce a like frauduient end. 
We can hardly take up a newspaper without seeing 
an account of the speculations or effects of one or 
another of these modern associations of money- 
makers and money-getters. The soul is sickened 
in reflecting on the prostration of morals which 
the late system has caused; and its consequences, 
on the best classes of society, is equal to the delt- 
berate baseness and cruelty of the actorsin it. It 
is time to lool dishonesty in the face, and frown 
those that seem to be above the law into a respect 
for the law. 

Some of the effects of the paper system are dis- 
closed in the report made to the legislature of 
New York—see a preceding number of the Rerats- 
rer. The same things daily occur in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, &c. &c. Four banks in the first 
named state, whose promises to pay are selling in 
the money market at from 6 to 10 per cent. discount, 
have eight hundred suits on the dockets of our 
courts, making glorious work for our sheriffs and 
lawyers. In Pennsylvania, the like evils prevai!; 
and, in little Delaware, the suits of her banks 
against individuals are hardiy less than seven hun- 
dred! Every where—whilst the dank managers are 
adding farm to farm and house to house, the /abor- 
ina classes are driven from their homes, the seats 
of their fathers, to seek a subsistence in the regions 
of the west. I am justified in saying that the 
operation of a certain bank in Maryland, has cum- 
pelied the emigration of an eighth part of the pro- 
ductive white population of the county in which it 
is located, within the last four or five years—and 
the causes of such banishment is still raging as 
violently as ever. Let any dispassionate man look 
at the werkings of these paper-money-making-shopis 
scattered through the country, and call to mind the 
revolutions of propercy that they have brought abcut, 
to estimate the object and the end of BANKING. He 
that but yesterday did not own land enough for a 
grave, is the possessor of extensive farms—and 
they that yesterday held such farms are dispos- 
sessed even of their family burying ground!—Ma- 
nagement is too much for honest industry—the latter 
kicks the beam when opposed by the former.— 
Speculation is seated in the parlour, but lador is 
refused repose on the dung-hill. 

Ihave a letter from an honest man who was 
coaxed to his ruin by a bank (which, like a Cyprian 
goddess, exposed its polluted bosom and smiled to 
destroy,) and driven to the wilds of the wes‘. He 
laments the friends of his youth and loss of socie- 
ty—details the hardships that belong to a new 
settler and enumerates many privations—but “‘dles- 
ges God that he is out of the reich of a bank.”? May 
heaven grant unto him a continuance of this good 
fortune'—but the serpent may come, the apple 
be eaten, and his paradise be reduced to an aboce 
for u:clean and filthy things. 

Tive banks that pay, or affect to pay, specie, are, 
in some measure, under the public controul—but 
whai is the morality of the managers of those that 
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| do not pay any of their debts? Do they not tell a 
| fulsehood, a most deliberate and mischievous false- 
| hood, on ev ry bill which they issue? What degree of 
| reputation is an tuidividual entitled to, who renews 
'and reiterates a promise to do a certain thing 


iwhich he himself knows that he is neither able nor 


Tuey are ff om | willing to do? Vhe best men may be unable, some- 


. ° . = ' , rit 
times, to come up to their promises—yet tucy Wr 
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not tell voluntary lies, as is done on behalf of non 
paying and Jankrupr banks. But, as has been obzerv- 
ed by me before, such lies being divided among 
the directors, and again subdivided among the 
stockholders at large, the share of each is so small 
that the most conscientious does not feel the weight 
of it! And these as they who vex the country, and 
break up families by suits at law against persons 
for not paying their debts! OG, that my power were 
equal to my will, to retaliate on iniquity the pangs 
it inflicts, and learn bank directors mercy through 
a suffering of the pdins they impose!the sheriff 
should penetrate their vaults—the “beggarly 
account of empty boxes” should be exposed—and 
their paper, their bank paper, should be burnt by 
the common hangman, as forgeries on honor and 
honesty. 

The excuse why the banks should not pay their 
debts, if ever well founded, no longer exists—it is 
the base principle of avarice and speculation that 


| production )is blasted by speculation—the Upus, not 

fabulous, to destroy all within its atmospheric 
range. 2 remnant shall be saved—as a living testi- 
mony that “honesty is the best policy.” 

A few words of exhortation, and I shall close this 
article. Iassure the distant readers of the Rrats- 
TER of an unhesitating belief that the banks of 
Baltimore are as solvent as any in our country— 
even as the bank of the United States. But several 
of them (as is the case every where else, ) are ma- 
naged by directors who trafic with each other for 
seats at their boards, and really buy and sell votes 
like common merchandize. To two of the Balti- 
more hanks I give this serious caution—that if they 
do not refrain from discounting for certain shavers, 
the very notes that they refuse to steady mechanics and 
moderate dealers, 1 will ear-lug them forth before the 





public, by name, and bring the case to issue, if 


they please, before a jury of my feilow-citizens.— 
| I dare do this—and J pledve myself that IT witt do 


preverts nine out of ten of them from doing justice | it, if these harpies are much longer enabled to inflnence 


to their creditors. 
to make high dividends of profits, when they do not 
pay their debts?—It is superlative assurance and un- 
rivaled brazenness; were it committed by an indivi- 
dual it would cause all men tocall him {Pvillain. 
{ Heaven grant me patience to speak of such trans- 
actions in words fitted for the ears of my readers!] 
If the banks have not money, (I do not mean rags) to 
meet their engagements, let their dividends, at 
_least, be sacrificed to purchase it—nay, the capital 
itself should be boldly touched to accomplish such 
an honorable purpose. Why should it not be—do 
not they demand #¢ of their debtors? They may be 
forced to this as thev force others—the people, 
the laboring, productive classes, must refuse the 
bills of any bank that will not pay its debts; or, if 
they receive them, they ought to #rofest and sue 
them, just like the banks are accustomed to protest 
and sue the meanest men of the community. Justice 
3s—justice; and the speculators should be taught 
that the law is equally for the benefit ofall. Nay, 


What impudence is it in them) the banks alluded toin the course just stated. 


If the 
people will not support me in this—LEeT THaM BE 
SHAVED! 

Some things that I have said may be rough—but 
they are wholesome, and suited to the occasion. 








The paper system—No. I. 
ADDRESSED TO THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER. 

Sir—I have read with much satisfaction your 
late papers on the subject of the present system of 
banking, as by courtesy it is called, and heartily 
wish you success in the arduous task you have un- 
dertaken. I am aware of the opposition you will 
encounter from the mighty myriads that are wal- 
lowing in the filth of this corrupt system, and of 
the abuse which you will probably be fated to en- 
counter. I know also that plain downright truth 
must ever in the end prove an overmatch for inte- 








rested falsehood, and ferret it from all those secret 


| 


Tam inclined to believe, or at least to hope, that | vaults and obscure retreats, where it is accustomed 
the managers of such banksas I have described, | to hide itself from the eyes of mankind; above all, 
may be indicted, and, toa happy issue,be prosecuted | I feel assured, that whatever manly firmness, plain 
as combinations for fraudulent purposes. unanswerable reasoning, and ciearness of detail can 
Lf am very strong in the belief that we shall get to perform, will be accomplished by you. Butas the 
this point by and bye; these associations will be con- | task will be laborious, and as your other duties 
vinced they are not above the law. One or two inde-| must necessarily interfere at times with this great 
pendent upright menin every town and village, inight undertaking, I have thought it possible the offer 
cause our PAPER BANKS to disappear like shadows—| of aid from a plain well meaning man like myself 
LET THEM PERISH, THAT THE PEOPLE MAY BE SAVeED!! might be acceptable. I therefore propose to con- 
Lhe welfure of the two is incompatible; and the interest | sider the system of banking, as it is now In opera- 
of the unproductive crafty should sink for the good of | tion in the United States, in relation to the various 
the industrious undesigning. | sane of the community—-to trace its effects on 
But tothe banks that, with courtesy and good ! the prosperity of the merchant, the manufacturer, 
faith, really exert themselves to meet their obliga-, the agriculturalist, the mechanic, the labourer, anc 
tions, let every facility and aid be extended! They | the class of people drawing tlleir support from re- 
should never be pressed, except of necessity—just | gular and stationary incomes, 
as a good man would press an honest one struggling | In the second place, I pronose, unless you and 1} 
with adversity. The. fitness of things, ase well| should both become tired of the subject, to demon- 
as the public interest, is deeply concerned in sup.| strate the impossibility of such a system remain- 
porting such institutions—we shall have to rely upon ing permanent in any country, and the certainty 
them to stand between us and the general distress that} that its failure will involve the rum of a large por- 
must follow the banking explosion that will inevitably, | tion of the community, together with the revo 
and very shortly, take place. There is not one re-/ tion of one half of the real property of the people 
flecting man in the United States who believes that of the United States. | 
the present banking mania can rage and increase as| With your permission, I will then trace its ef- 





it does without producing banking death—And 1, fects on the morals and habits of the people, and 
say, the sooner it comes to pass the better. Our the certain consequences that will result from cre. 
country, in every point of view, is every day wast- ating a mass of monied—or rather, paper instits- 
ing the strength needful for the dlow up. Let it! tions, that will, and in fact already do, pollute the 
come, before the vigor of, the laboring classes (who 
only can be relied upon to resuscitate credit by 


fountains of justice, and potson the sources of kk 
gislative purity 
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I prefer this method of considering the subject, ;ven, in the course of these letters to éraw a full 


because it enables me to bring it-home to every 
man’s business and bosom. Enough, and more 
than enough has been written by economists and 
financiers, to puzzle and confound the human un- 
derstanding, and envelope the elements of this sci- 
ence, whic) like those of all others are simple in 
their nature, in an obscurity which even the 
brightest rays of intellect cannot enlighten, and 
through which the most penetrating genius fears 
to grope its way. Where first principles are in- 
volved in darkness, the truth must be sought in 
practical results. Ihave another reason for pur- 
suing this method of enquiry—my object is a plain 
appes! to the understandings of the people, 
with whom alone the remedy of this great evil now 
rests. Statesmen and legislatures have of late be- 
come confounded with banks and bank directors— 
and sal experience bas convinced me that it is now 
in vein to appeal either to the reason of statesmen 
or the feelings of tegislators. In seeking for one 
or the other, nothing is more common than to find | 
each, combined in the form of a director of some 
paper bank, so that the important personage unites 
within himself all the constituents of greatness.— 
Ti) his capacity as statesman, he devises expedients 
for the national happiness—in his character of le- 
gislator, he makes laws to carry these into effect— 
and in bis station of bank director, it is both his 
duty and his interest to make both the expedient 
and the law subservient to the interests of the bank- 
ing system of which heis a member. 

t is therefore, I repeat, too late to turn our eyes 
to this quarter for relief. The legislatures have 
forged chains, not only for the peonle, bui for them- 
sefves, and ure now in miserable durance to cor- 
porations of cheir own creation! They have built 
up a structure which they have not power to pull 





down, and which they have not the will, if they 
had the power to destroy. To the people then I 
make the last sppeal, and earnestly desire their at- 
tention to the plain, practical, matter of fict state- 
ments and reasonings | shail propose for their con- 
sideration. 

To you, Mr. Niles, I tender my thanks, that, at 
length, through your means, there is one sober, re- 
spectabie and patriotic paper open to the voice of 
truth and the just complaints of the people. Iam 
aware of the risks you run by this honest intrepi- 
city. You will, f fear, never get another discount 
—-you will become unpopular on ’change—you will 
be denounced at the boards of directors—and,above 











all, you will assuredly get the ill-will of all the 
numerous descendants of those honest people who 
were driven out of the temple of Jerusalem—you 
will, in short, be persecuted by the money-chang 
ers, money-brokers and lottery-office men, that 
fa‘ten into portentous maturity in the corruption of 
the banking system—the one will shave you terribly 
if you ever want to borrow money—and the others 
will, I fear, never sell you any of their high prizes. 
Sill, sir, under the most multiplied sufferings, 
an hoviest heart is not devoid of consolations that 
bunk-directors cannot give, nor brokers take away. 
‘There are always a few worthy people, even in the 
mest corrupt times, whose silent approbation is 
worth having, and which is always given to under- 
tuicings like yours. But there is a yet more inde- 
pendent grvtification; the silent testi nony of an ap- 
proving’ conscience, which makes ample amends 
for the ridicule of sucit exalted personages as bank 
directors, money brokers, and lottery-office men 
That tey may not, however, have ail the laugh to 











themselves, | purpose, with the blessing of Hea- | 


length likeness of each of these professions; and 
if there should be found in the general features 
a striking likeness of any individual of either 
tribe, although I really mean to avoid all formal al- 
lusions, T shall certainly not disclaim any applica- 
tion of the picture to the origin#l, let it be what 
it may. They are all of the same blood, and of 
course there will be a family likeness. 

With these observations I shall conclude this 
letter, as Lam fearful of encroaching on your li- 
mits. In my next, I shall treat of the effects of 
the present system of banking, on the mer- 
cuants, for whose especial benefit and convenience 
banks were originally supposed to be constituted, 
but who, I trust I shall demonstrate pretty clearly, 
are in a fair way of becoming victims of the 
monster, that was once their abject slave. Bunks 
are like the evil genius in Arabian stories, which 
was a useful demon, while heid in servitude, but 
a most unfeeling task master, whenever he broke 
his chains. 








Statistical Works. 


We are ple.sed to observe that the attention of 
congress has been roused to a just consideration 
of the statistical labors of Dr. Seybert and Mr. 
Pitkin—for the public good musi be eminently 
promoted by the careful researches of these ca- 
pable genilemen., The science of statistics, if 
it may be so called, has been exceedingly neglec- 
ted in the United States; but a growing spirit is 
manifested to encourage a knowledge of it, and, 
certainly, there is no possible way in which a 
body of useful facts can be so clearly communi- 
cated to the common understanding, as by tabue 
lar statements, comparative and explanatory. 

Very ofien—hundreds of times, perhaps, when J 
have had occasion to examine the monotonous 
and, frequently, almost zncomprehensidle tables 
that are attaoned to some of the official reports 
of the several departments of government, and 
to reflect on the lumber of paper that is thrown 
between an enquiring mind and the facts desired 
to be ascertained, together with the mis-arrange- 
ment of the matter—I have thought that no 
sinall thing could be done to produce a more 
beneficiai effect, than the appointment of some 
suitabie person toreside at Washington, with a 
liberal salary, whose sole business it should be 
to collect, arrange and publish such tables; add- 
ing thereto the mass of useful information which 
a free access to documentary facts would enable 
him to give to the public. 

If his salary were 3000 dollars a year, he might save 
it twice over, most probably, in the cost of print. 
ing these tabular siatements—and, when they 
were printed, they would answer the purposes 
for which they were intended,—be understood, and 
referred to with pleasure. 


IN SENATE—APRIL 10, 1818. 

The committee, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion authorising a subscription for five hundred 
copies of statistical annals, proposed to be pub- 
lished by Adam Seybert, and the purchase of a 
certain number of copies of a statistical view of 
the commerce of the United States, by Timothy 
Pitkin, beg leave to report: 

That the manuscript of Doctor Seybert’s work 
has beev submitted to their inspection, and, in their 
opinion, it combines a mass of various and valuable 
facts and materials, collected with thorough dili- 
gence from authentic documents, lucidly and con- 
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veniently arranged and methodized. Its main ob- 
ject appears to be to furnish complete information 
as tothe past and present state of the population, 
navigation, commerce, manufactures, army, navy, 
public lands, and finances of the United States, and 
a series of important facts, in relation to these 
and other connected subjects, is condensed into 
tabular forms and statements, exhibiting in ene 
view an entire and comparative history of each 
subject. Tothis work, much time, industry, and 
ability, must have been devoted; and it forms a 
vast depository of information, the whole of which 
is useful and interesting, and some of which, from 
the conflagration of the public offices, and other un- 
toward events, is now, perhaps, no where else pre- 
served. It must be apparent, then, that this work 
must be deemed necessary and acceptable to every 
functionary of the government of the United States, 
either in its administrative or legislative depart- 
ments. Itwas principally for their use the work 
was designed. It will expedite and facilitate the 
performance of their respective duties, and it is 
therefore natural and proper, tat it should receive 
their protection and e:couragenent. It appears 
to the committee altogether honeless, that the 
publication of these statistical annals ean other- 
wise be obtained. It will not be undertaken by the 
author at his own risk. From the variciy of nu- 
merical tables, ‘he expense of printing would con- 
siderably exceed that of ordinary books, and, as 
profit cannot be expected from the sile of a work, 
which, fromits nature, can never be in a certain 
sense popular, there isno inducement to stimulate 
the enterprize of a bookseller —Werks of a simi 

lar description in other countries have frequently 
bee» published at the national charge, and surely 
there is something in the nature of our liberal in- 
stitutions, that ought to induce us, as freely as any 
other nation, to give pul-licity to all we have done, 
as fully to develope the principles of our policy, 
and to ascertain as clearly the causes of our pros 

perity. And it may be added, that the besi mode 
of deriviag benefit from experience, of rendering 
what is valusble in our system of political economy 
permanent, and of reforming what is injudicious 
and erroneous, can best be suggested by a syste- 
matic collation of the facts and principles, on wiich 
that system is established. 

The most of the foregoing remarks are likewise 
strictly applicable to Mr. Pitkin’s published work, 
entitled commercial statis'ics of the United States. 
It is a work of undoubted merit and utility, its facts 
are drawn from authentic official documents,and its 
numerical tables and calculations exhibit great in- 
dusiry and accuracy ofresearch. It is understood, 
that, intrinsicaliy valuable as this work is, it has 
produced little orno profit to the publisher or the 
author, and it appears to the committee it would 
be unj ist and ungrateful to distinguish one of these 
works by the praise and patronage of congress, 
and leave the other unnoticed and unreWarded. 
‘Tle committee are therefore of opinion, that a 
subscription for both these works ought to be au- 
thorized, and report a bill for that purpose. 
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British Parliament. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, FEB. 153. 

Sufferings under the suspension.—Mr. Bennet said 
he held in his hand a petition from one of those un- 
fortunate men who suffered so much severity aud 
real cruelty under the suspension «ct; it was from 
Joseph Mitchell, at Liverpool. He most certain!y 


believed the representations of harsh usage, unau- | 


>. 


thorise' cruelty, and wanton treatment in the pe- 
tition to be true. The facts were such as claimed 
the most serious attention of the house, and the 
prayer of the petition called upon them not to pass 
a bill of indemnity to screen ministers from the 
consequences of their abuse of the powers entrust- 
ed to them. ( Hear, hear. ) 

Mr. Bennet said, he had a petition from another 

of the same class of sufferers. It was from Tho- 
mas Evans, of Newcastle-street, Strand. It contain- 
ed a complaint of afflictions and cruelties, such as 
he had represented in his petition last year, and of- 
fered to prove the truth of his representations.— 
The prayer was for enquiry into the truth of the 
allegations of the petition. [It was ordered to lie 
on the table. 
Mr. Bennet next presented a petition from Wm. 
Ogden, an aged man of 74 years, who had been 
taken up under the suspension of the habeas cor- 
pus act. On his arrest, he was ironed and bound 
by a chain with some young men. The manacle 
with which his hands were fettered, weighed 30 1). 
[ts pressure at length brokeMhis hand; his cries for 
assistance were unavailing, as the gaoler could not 
hear; and under this torture he suffered for sixteen 
hours. He had seventeen children by his two wives, 
and was rendered by his sufferings wholly unfit to 
follow his employmem. He declared before God 
he had been guilty of no wrong, and prayed no in- 
demnity should be granted without examination. 

The petition, at the desire of Mr. Bennet, was ful- 
ly read, and ordered to be printed. 

Sir Francis Burdett said, he held in his hand a 
petition, detailing facts, which, while he was read- 
ing them, almost induced him to believe that he 
was living under the brutal despotism of the dey 
of Algiers. It was the petition of John Siuart, 
who underwent tortures the most inhuman and dis- 
graceful. An innocent man he had a right to be- 
lieve him; but who, whether guilty or innocent, 
ought not to be treated in the disgraceful manner 
stated in the petition. But the house should feel, 
that the petitioner was prevented by the very con- 
duct of his accusers, from establishing his inno- 
cence before a proper tribunal. The petitioner 
stated that he had been arrested at Glasgow, on the 
22nd of Feb. last, and from that date to the 26th 
uit. was immured in a cell, without fire, candle, 
victuals, or 1 bed. He had a wife and three chil- 
dren depending on his labor, as a weaver; he pray- 
ed, therefore, redress for his losses. The petition 
was received, and ordered to be printed. 


CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 

April 16.—The resolution submitted by Mr. 
Goldsboro gh yesterday, was taken up and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to direct the proper officer to lay be- 
fore the senate, at an early period of their next ses- 
sion, a list of such offices of the customs, with the 
name of their officers, salaries, emoluments, and 
the places where held, as it may be proper to sup- 
press and discharge, in consequence of their unpro- 
ductiveness, the inconsiderable services rendered, 
or of avy other cause. 

The bill to provide additional buildings for the 
executive departments, was passed. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the public buildin rs, 
and for furnishing the capitol and president's 





house. 








ee 


————— a 


—s 


> ace 


144 





NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 25, 1818--CONGRESS. 





i. 





Moe. Lacock moved to strike out of the biil the 
clause making an appropriation for commencing 
the erection of the centre building of the capitol. 

This motion was decided in the negative by yeas | 
and nays, as foilows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Eppes, Lacock, Morrow, Stokes Taylor, Wil- 
son.—t. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett, Fro- 
mentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, King, 
Leake, Macon, Morrill, Otis, Roberts, Santord, Smith, Tait, Tal- 
bot, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Williams of Miss. Williams of Ten. 
—24. 


Mr. .¥Wecon then moved to strike out the appro- 
priation of twenty thousand dollars in addition to 
what has already been expended, for furnishing the 
presidentv’s house. 

‘This motion was advocated by Mr. Macon and Mr. 
Eppes, at some length, and briefly by Mr. Wilson; 
afier which, 

The question was taken on the motion and de- 
cided in the negative, by veas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Burrill, Crittenden, Dickerson, Eppes, Macon, 
Morrow, Reggies, Talbot, Taylor, Tichenor, Wilsom—i1. . 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barbour, Daggett, Fromentin, Gaillard 
Goldsborough, Horsey. Hunter, Johnson, King, Lacock, Leake, 
Morrill, Otis, Roberts, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Storer, Tait, Van 
Dyke, Williams of Miss. Williams of fen.—22. 


And tbe bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, as amenced by the senate. 
April 17.—The senate took up and concurred in 








the amendments of the house of representatives to | 
the billin addition to the act to prohibit the impor- | 
tation of slaves into the United States. 

The senate resumed the consideration of a mo- | 
tion sttbmitted yesterday by Mr. Tait, requesting 
of ine executive a full statement respecting the 
navy pension fund, to be laid before the senate as 
early as possible at the next session, which was 
agreed to. 

Many reports and bills were variously disposed 
of. 

The senate having proceeded to consider the bill 
from the other house to increase the duties on 
iron in bars and bolts, iron in pigs, castings, nails 
and allum: A motion was made to amend the bill 
by striking out “one dollar,” being the rate of duty 
per 160 weight, on iron in bars and bolts manu- 
factured without rolling, and decided as foilows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Daggett, “ppes, Fromentin, Gail- 
jard  Goidsborovgh, Johnson, King, Leake. Macon, Morrill, Otis, 
Smith, Stokes, Storer, Tait, Taylor, Wilhams of Miss. Williams, of 
Ath Messrs. Burrill, Crittenden, D ckerson, Horsey, Hunter, 
Lacock, Merrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Talbot, ‘Tiche- 
nor, Yan Dyke, Wilson.—15. 

indine words “seventy-five cents’? were insert- 
ed in teu of “one dollar”? thus stricken out. 

tbe bill as amended was ordered to a third! 
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reading. 

ipril 18. The senate sat all day, and met also in 
the cvemag at 7 o’clock and sat until near 11! 
o’clock. ‘the result of their proceedings is stated 
below. 


Many bills were passe¢—among them the bill to 
increase the pay of the militia when in actual ser- 
vice. An act supplementary to the several acts re- 
lative to direct taxes and internal duties, 

Aiso many with amendments, which yet require 
the sanction of the house—among them the bill to 
increase the duties on certain manufactured arti- 
cles imported into the United States (copper, sad- 
diery, Russia sheeting, cut glass, &c.) Providing 
for the ceposites of wines and distilled spirits in 
li rehouses. ‘To continue in force from and | 

ibe 50th June, 1819, to the same date in 1826 
so viuch of the act *to regulate the duties on im- 
rorts and tonnage, and for other purposes,” as re- 
Jatcs to ihe duties on woolen and cotten goods 
(tie amendment not changing the principle.) Re- 
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ppecting the organization of the army. For the! 


——_ 


relief of certain friendly Creek Indians. To in- 
crease the duty on iron imported, and for other 
purposes. Supplementary to the act to regulate 
the collection of duties on’ imports and tonnage, 
passed in 1789. 


The bill concerning invalid pensioners, from the 
house of representatives, was rejected (on account 
of the lateness of the period of the session at which 
it was sent up, not allowing room for due investi- 
gation of the numerous cases included in it.) 

The amendments of the house to the bill to in- 
crease the salaries of certain officers therein men- 
tioned, were taken up. 


On the question to agree to that amendment 
which proposes to increase the compensation of 
the judges of the supreme court of the United 
States, the question was decided as follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Fromentin, Horsey, Hunter, 
Johnson, King, Otis, Sanford, Stokes, Storer, Van Dyke, Williams 


' of Ten.—13. 


NAYS.—Messrs .Eppes, Gaillard, Lacock, Macon, Morrill, Mor- 
a — Smith, Tait , Talbot, Taylor, Williams of Miss. Wil- 

The senate being equally divided, the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The amendments of the house to the same bill, 
which reduced the salaries proposed for the heads 
of departments from 6,500 to 5,500, was agreed to, 
with an amendment (yet requiring the concurrence 


of the house) fixing them at 6000. 


Various other bills passed different stages, but 
were not conclusively acted on. 


.Ipril 20.—A number of bills were lost by the 
operation of the rule which forbids a bill receiv- 
ing two readings on the same day, unless by unani- 
mous consent; among which were, a bill for the re- 
liefof gen. John Stark. A, bill to suspend the sale 
of certain lands in the state of Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi territory, &c. was postponed. 





The congress of the United States finished its 
session about eight o’clock last evening. All the 
bills have passed irto acts, whose passage in 
both houses has been noticed, except the bill 
to increase the salaries of the heads of depart- 
ments, which was postponed indefinitely in the 
senate, on the disagreement of the two houses re- 
specting amendments thereto. 

Ali the bills relating to the collection of revenue 
from imports, &c. and duties on imported articles, 
which have been noticed as having received their 
third reading, have become laws. 

The session has terminated harmoniously, and the 
members have separated, with the consciousness 
of having generally devoted themselves to their 
public duties in an exemplary manner, and enter- 
taining towards each other reciprocal feelings of 
respect and good will.—Wat. Int. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, April 16.—From the observations made 
on passing the bill to authorize the recovery of pub- 
lic monies, with special reference to delinquent 
paymasters, as mentioned in our last, it appears 
that the accounting officers of the treasury have 
not felt themselves justified in bringing suits 
against any delinquent,until the balance in his hands 
was ascertained—the object of the bill was to co- 
erce settlements. 

Constitutional amendment J—Mr. Lewis offered for 
consideration the following resolution: . 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of ihe United States of America, in congress assem- 
bled, two thirds of the same concurring, That the fg 
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lowing sections he recommended to the several; Whereupon, Mr. Poindexter, moved to postpone 
states of the union, for their adoption, as amend-| the bill indefinitely. 


ments to the constitution of the United States.— This motion gave rise to an animated debate of 


I. The president of the United States shall not, | two or three hours. 
in future, have the power of approving or disap- rhis question being taken on the indefinite post- 
proving aay bill, or bills, or joint resolutions, | ponement ofthe biil, was decided as follows: 


eofre esentatives. YEAS—Messrs. Austin, Baldwin Barbour, Va. Barber, Ohio 
passed by the ate <a oi _ entatives-| pateman, Beecher, Bennett, Bloax, Belen Gorwalt Gaeanen 
If. The senate and house of representati Claiborne, Cook, Crawford, Cruger, Darlington, Desha, Drake, Ed- 


the United States shall, by joint ballot, appoint to| wards, Ellicott, Ervin, S. C. Floyd, Forney, Gage, Garnett, Hen- 


: : . Pa ee dricks, Herbert, Herkimer, Herrick, Hitchcock, Hogg, Holmes 
offices, and fill all vacancies, in the judiciary of Con. Hubbard, Hunter, Huntingdon, Irving, N. Y. p  heo Va. 


the United States. Jones, Kinsey, Linn, Little, Livermore, Marchand, Mason, R. I. 


III. The senate and house of representatives of See, been 2D  nentigh see ~— ees T. 4 Nelson, 
: : amr ven, Palmer, Patterson, Peter, Pleasant oindexter. 
the United States shall appoint, by joint ballot, the Porter, Reed, Rhea, Ringgold, Sampson, Savage, "hentia, Set 


following heads of departments, whose term of ser- 0 Saeed, ng > Bal. Smith, Speed, Spencer, Stewart, N. C. 
. : ’ a . Tarr, T Tompkins, Tucker, Va. Tucker, S, C. 
vice shall continue ———— years; but may be remov- | {int ak OS hag peng we : Ae 
- : er, N. C. Walker, Ken. Wallace, Wend 
ed from office at any time, during the term for) williams, Con. Wilkin—35. y TSS, “WEEN 
which they were elected, for inability to discharge NAYS.— Messrs. Adams, Allen. Vt. Bassett, Bloomfield, Boss, 


pete ‘ , 7c. | Butler, Clagett, Cobb, Colston, Crafts, Forsyth, Hall, Del. Harri- 
the duties of office, or for high crimes and mis son, Hiester, Hopkinson, Ingham, pedi Ke . Kirtland, Lowndes, 


demeanors—— W.P. Maclay, M'Coy, Mason, Mass. Middleton, Moseley, Mum- 


ist. A secretarv of the treasury who shall appoint | ford, H. Nelson, Pawling, Pindall, Pitkin. Rich, Richards, Ro- 
» Mie ‘ bertson, Ken. Robertson, Lou. Ruggles, Rodgers, Sawyer, | Ser- 
all officers belonging to the department of the geant, Silsbee, Simpkins, 8. Smith, .s, dmith, Southard. Strong, 


treasury. Strother, Townsend, Trimble, Upham, Whitman, Williams, N. C. 
9d. A secretary of war, who shall have the pow- | Wilson, Penn.— so. 


rhape a 1: So the bill was rejected. 
er of appointing all officers, both civil and military, : ; yi 
belonging to the department of war. The house in committe of the whole, spent some 


3d. A secretary of the navy, who shall have the time on the general invalid pensioners bill. Among 


power to appoint all officers, both civil and milita- yr randy Fate grhordbas pens Earnest, a poor 
ry, belonging to the department of the navy. oy» pets aby wound received 
2 h ‘ee: t eneral, who shall have the at the battle of Bladensburg. Mr. Clay, after a short 

4 prs gb el: -apigth ef oi si “| but touching appeal to the best feelings of the house 
power to appoint all officers belonging to the post- ated’ ta Guides an cmesk Ge pou a ’ 
office department. ; for 41 Ayana pension of 2 ol- 

IV. Vocancies occasioned by death, resignation | *275» TOF ‘He purpose of supporting the unfortunate 

' "ica ay > ae ae iorphan at the asylum for the deaf and dumb in 
or removal from office in the judiciary, or ra OC I IP a o ss 7 
heads of depart men's,during the recess of congress,| (oy Oo cttign as only one dessenting voice 
shall be filled by the president, subject to the | ng cai sans 
proval or rejection of congress at their next ses-|_ friday, /lpril 17.—On motion of Mr. Pleasanis? 
sion. \it was 

V. The heads of departments shall be amena-;| ftesolved, That the secretary of the navy be in- 
ble to congress for all appointments made by them: | structed to lay before this house, at an early peri- 
and, to prevent improper recommendations to of-| od of the next session of congress, a statement of 
fice, whenever any person in office shall be convict- | the different places in the United States in which 
ed of any crime, misdemeanor, or be dismissed from | ptovision is made for the accommodation of sea- 
office for neglect of duty, the name of the person { men, uncer the several laws relating to navy and 
so convicted or dismissed, with the name, or marine hospitals, the number of persons, as nearly 
names, of those who recommended him to office,|as it can be ascertained, annually accommodated 
shall be advertised for six months, in some news-|at each, and the expense attending the same; also 
paper in every state and territory of the United | an estimate of the costs which wilt attend the erec- 
States, in which there shall be a printing office. _tion of a naval hospital at this place, sufficiently 

Vl. No member of congress shall be appeinted | !arge for the number of persons annually provided 
to any office, either civil or military, under the go- for. . 
vernment of the United States, during the term for, Mr. T'rimdle submitted the following resolutions: 
which he was elected, and for twelve months there-; /teso/ved, That the secretary of war be, and he 
after. is hereby instructed to report fo this house, at an 

The resolution having been read, was, on mo- early period of the next session of congress, whe- 
tion of Mr. Lewis, ordered to lie on the table, and | ther any, «nd if any, what reduction may be made 
be printed. |in the military peace establishment of the United 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, it was | States, with safety to the public service. 

Resolved, That ihe president of the United States; — /tesolved, That the secretary of war be, and he 
be requested to obtain from the Spanisu authori- | 1s hereby instructed to report to this house at an 
ties, all the records and official documents apper- | early period of the next session of congress, whe- 
taining to the government of Louisiana, particular: | ther any, and, if any, what change ought to be made, 
ly such as concerns grants and titles to land, which | in the ration established by law; and also report 
may have been taken out of that country at the pe- | a system for the establishment of a commissariat 
riod of its cession to the United States. | for the army. 

And a committee was appointed to wait on the; Theresolutions were adopted after being amend- 
president of the United States with the said reso- ed so as to read “wat reduction” of the expenses 
lution, _of—the establishment, in the first resolution. 

Bank of the United States.]—Mr. H. Nelson, from| The engrossed bill to compel delinquent pay- 
the committee on the judiciary, having reported, | masters to settle their accounts, was read the third 
without amendment, the bill from the senate to au-| time, and then, on motion, laid on the table. 
thorise the bank of the United States to appoint a The house then took up the amendments of the 
vice president, &c. senate to the bill to enforce neutrality. 

A motion was made by Mr. .Moore to strike out ‘The house, on motion of Mr. Forsyth, disagreed 
the first section of the bill. to that amendment of the senate which proposed 
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to continue in force so much of the act of 1797 us 
makes it punishable by the courts of the United 
States, for a citizen to take, owt of the limits of the 
United States, a commission to serve against any 
foreign power in amity with the United States. 

The remainder of the amendments of the senate 
were ngreed to by the house. 

‘The bill from the senate concerning tonnage and 
discriminating duties, was reported by Mr. Sey- 
bert, from the committee cf commerce and manu- 
factures, without amendment, and the bill order- 
ed toa third reading. | 

The bill from the senate fixing the compensa- 
tion of Indian agents and factors, was reported by 
Mr. Southard, without amendment, and the bill or-.| 
dered to a third reading. 

The house then took up the report of the com- | 
mittee of the whole house, on the bill concerning | 
invalid pensioners; and after receiving and discus- 
sing numerous amendments proposed thereto, the 








ere 


Mr. Bloomficid moved that the house should 
meet to-morrow (Sunday)—withdrawn. Mr. Mer. 
cer moved that it should meet at 6, and Mr. Pin- 
dall at 8 o’clock, on Monday morning—both nega- 
tived. 

Several private bills were passed—and the house 
adjourned as usual. 

Monday, April 20.—The amendments of the se- 
nate to the amendments of this house to the bill 
to increase the salaries of certain officers of the go- 
vernment having been taken up— 

A motion was made by Mr. Butler to postpone 
the whole subject indefinitely; and decided in the 
negative—ayes 39, noes 56. 

On the question to concur in the amendment 
of the senate, going to substitute 6000 for 5500, 
as the salary of the heads of departments, it was 
decided in the negative by a majority of six votes. 

The house then determined to znsis¢ on its amend- 
ment, (disagreed to by the senate) for increasing 


bill was finally ordered to be engrossed for a third} the salaries of the judges of the supreme court of 


reading. 
The house (having on motion of Mr. Lowndes, 
 ointhagnss discharged the committee of the whole 
ouse therefrom) took up successively the bills 
“supplementary to the several acts relative to di 
rect tax and internal duties,” and “for changing 
the compensation of receivers and registers of land 
offices,” aid spent nearly two hours busily.in ma- 
turing the details of these bills; after which they 
were severally ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading. 


(cPAn evening session was held in which consi- 





derable progress was made in several matters. 
Saturday, April 18.—Mr. Taylor, from the com | 


- mittee to whom was referred the report of the se-; 


lect committee upon the expenses incurred under | 
the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th articles of the treaty of} 
Ghent, made a supplemental report; which was) 
read, and ordered to lie on the table and be printed. | 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee to whom was! 
referred the memorial of the annual meeting of the! 
society of Friends, held in Baltimore, and sundry) 
other memorials and petitions upon the subject of| 
colonizing the free people of color of the United 
States, made a report thereon; which was read and | 
committed to a committee of the whole house. 

After some remarks, in support of the proposi-| 
tion, the bill for the relief of gen. Stark was filled! 


the United States. 

Te bill from the senate to divide the state of 
Pennsylvania into two judicial districts, being call- 
ed, in the order of the day— 

The bill, after being opposed by Mr. Hopkinson, 
was ordered to a third reading and passed. 

A message was received from the senate, an- 
nouncing, that they recede from so much of their 
amendments to the bill increasing the salaries of 
certain officers of the government, as relates to the 
salaries of the secretaries of war and of the navy, 
that they insist on that part which relates to the sa- 
laries of the secretaries of state and of the trea- 
sury, and recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment of the house, which raises the sala- 
ries of the judges of the supreme court. 

Mr Lowndes moved that the house should insist 
on iis disagreement, which was finally agreed to, 
and the senate informed thereof. 

The bill to provide for the recovery of fugitive 
Slaves, &c. was called up by Mr. Pindall, but the 
house refused to go into its consideration. 

Mr. Wilkin submitted a joint resolution, to con- 
tinue to the widow and children of John Paulding, 
deceased, for five years, the pension of 250 dol- 
lars, heretofore allowed to him, as one of the cap- 
tors of major Andre. 

The resolution having been read, it was, on mo- 


up with sixty dollars per month and passed. [This| tion of Mr. Wilkin, laid on the table, who observed 
venerable soldier of the revolution is in bis nine-| that the members, haying their attention brought 
tieth year, and in indigent circumstances—the act) to the subject, could bring with them at the next 
will cheer his declining days, though he cannot session the public sentiment respecting this appro- 
long enjoy its benefits.] [@7PpP. S.—This bill has priation for the children of the patriotic Paulding. 


failed, for form’s sake, in the senate. | 

Considerable time was spent on a proposition to 
extend the period for the adjournment of the pre- 
sent session—but the house refused to consider it. 
It is observed that in the house of representatives 
there are yet no less than one hundred and forty 
subjects on the lists of the order of the day—ina- 
ny of them of a minor character, but others are 
important. 

The house then again went into committee of the 
whole, on the bill from the senate to increase the 
compensation of certain officers of the government 
(the heads of departments;) and on the bill to au- 
thorise a subscription to Seybert’s and to Pitkin’s 
Statistical works. 

These bills were amended, read the third time 
and passed. 

Tie bill from the senate concerning tonnage and 
discriminating duties in certain cases, was read 





the third time and passed. 


= 


On motion of Mr. JVilliams, of Con the commit- 
tee of the whole house was discharged from tle 
furcher consideration of the report of the select 
committee respecting the expenses incurred under 
the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th articles of the treaty of 
Ghent, and the house then proceeded to consider 
said report, which concludes with recommending 
the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to arrange with the British govern- 
ment some mode of designating the boundary line 
under the 6th and 7th articles of the treaty of 
Ghent, which shall require less time and expense 
than the one which the commissioners have hereto- 
fore pursued, 

After some debate, the question was decided in 
the affirmative, and the resolution agreed to. 

The house having acted on all the business be- 
fore it; 

Messrs. Harrison and Pitkin were appointed 
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committee jointly with Messrs. Macon and Tait,\ the land and naval service of the United States in 

on the nart of the senate, to wait on the president, | the revolutionary wa-. [House. March :8, 1818. 

to inform him that the two houses, having actedon| 20. For the relief of Israel Smith. [House.— 

th« business before them, were ready to adjourn; ;March 18, 1818] 

and 21. Making appropriations for thesupport of the 
rhe said committee having reported that the|navy ofthe United States for the year 1818. [House. 

peesite t had no further communication to make to| March 18, 1818.] 

congress—the honse adjourue? sie DIE. 22. For altermgp the time for holding the dis- 

eee seen acme a nego for ‘he district of Virginia. [House. 
PAY: Pe . . March 19, 1818. 
Official list of Acts. x eecatne al time for locating military 

Titles of th» acts «nd reserations passed by the ff \land warrants in certain cases. [Senate. March 
teenth congress of tie United States, at their first|27, 1818.] 
session, (which began on the first of Decesber,; 24. In addition to “an act making appropria- 
1°17, and ended on the 20th ef .?pril 1818. ) to-| tion for repairing certain roads therein described.” 
gether with a desigvation of the house in which they | { Senate. March 27, 1818.] 
resvectively originated, and the date at which each| 25. For the relief of John Bate. (House. April 
was upbroved bv the president 3 1818 ] 

[Authenticated for publication in the Nationally | 26. Allowing additional salary and clerk hire to 
tellivencer, at the office of the department ofthe surveyor for the Ilinois and Mississippi terri- 
state, where the rolts are directed by law to be /.ories, and for other purposes. {Senate. April 3, 
deposited for safe keeping. ] 1818.] » 

1. An act to abolish the internal duties. fHouse. 27. To provide for the erection of a court house, 

Dec. 23, 1817.) jail, and public offices within the county of Alex- 
2. Foreinit the duty on a painting presented to) andria, inthe District of Columbia. [House: April, 

the Pennsylvania hospital. [House. Ja> 14. 1818 13 1818.] 7 
3 For the relief of Samuel Aikman. [House.| 28. For the relief of John Small. [Senate. A- 
4, Further to prolong the continuance of the! 29. To provide for the due execution of the laws 

Mint at Philadelphia, [House. Jan 14, 18138.] of the United States within the state of Mississippi. 
5. An act allowing coinpensation to the mem-) (House. April 3, 1818.) 

bers of the senate, members of the house of re-| 30. For the relief of Abraham Byington. (House. 

presentatives of the United States, and to the de- April 3. 1818. 

leyates of the territories, and repealing all other; 31 Altering the time for holding a session of 

laws on the subject. [House. Jan. 22, 1518. ] the district court in the district of Maine, (House. 
6. For the relief of Winslow and Henry Lewis.) Apri! 3, 1818.) 

[House. Jan 22, 1818.] | 32. For the relief of William Edwards and John 


{ 


7. For the relief of soel Earwood. [House. Jan. G. Stubbs. (Senate. April 3, 1818.) 

22, 1818.) | 32. Respecting the courts of the United Stat 

8. Making further provision for repairing the | within the state of New York. (House. April 3, 
public buildings. (House. Jan 27, 1318.] 1818.) 

9. ‘To allow the benefit of drawback on merchan-, 34. An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
dise transported by land conveyance from Bristol ‘an aet to authorize the state of Tennessee to issue 
to Boston, and from Boston to Bristol, in like man-! grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein 
ner as if the same were transported coastwise.—| described, and to settle the claims to the vacant 


[Senate. Feb. 6, 1818.] |and unappropriate land within the same,” passed 








10. Making appropriations for the payment of}the eighteenth day of April one thousand eight 
the arrearages which have been incurred for the| hundred and six. [Senate. April 4, 1818 ] 


support of the military establishment previous to 


35. To establish the Hag of the United States. 


the Ist of January, 1817. [House. Feb. 16,1818 ]![House. April 4, 1818.] ‘ 


11. To incorporate the Columbian insurance 
company of Alexandria. [House. Feb. 16, 1818.] 


| 36. Declaring the consent of congress to an ac 
‘of the state of North Carolina, for the relief of sick 


12. Making provision for the establishment of!and disabled American seamen. [Senate. April 


adcitional land offices in the territory of Missouri. 
{House. Feb. 17, 1818.] 

13. Making appropriations for the military ser- 
vice of the United States for the yéar 1818, [House. 
Feb. 19, 1818.] 

14, Concerning the district of Brunswick in the 
state of Georgia. [Senate. March 9, 1818.] 

15. To authorise certain purchasers of public 
land to withdraw their entries, and transfer the 
monies paid thereon. [Senate. March 9, 1518] 

16. Supplementary to the act entitled ‘an act 
further extending the time for issuing and locating 
military land warrants, and for other purposes.”— 
(Senate. March 9, 1818.] 

17. For the relief of major-general Arthur St. 
Clair. (House. March 9, 1818.] 

18. Providing for the sale of certain lands in the 
district of Marietta, and for the location of claims 
and sale of certain lands in the district of Vincen- 
hes. [Senate. March 18, 1818.] 

9. To provide for certain persons engaged in 


4, 1818.] 
37. To regulate the fees of public notaries in the 
‘county of Washington, in the district of Columbia. 


(Senate. April 4, 1818 ] 


38. Conceraing the bounty or allowance to fish- 





ing vessels in certain cases. [Senate. April 4, 
1818 ] 

39. For the relief of Cata Bunnell. [Senate.~ 
April 4, 1818 ] 

40. For the relief of Martin Warner. [Senate. 
April 4, 1818 ] 

41. Limiting the time for claims being produc- 
ed for lands authorized to be granted to the inha- 
bitants of New Madrid. [Senate. April 9, 1818.} 

42. To incorporate a fire insurance company in 
the city of Washington. [Senate. April 9, 1818.] 

43. For the relief of Narcissus Broutin and 
others. [House. Aprii 9, 1818.] 

44, Confirming the claim of’Tobias Rheams toa 
tract of Jand granted to him by the Spanish govern- 
‘ment. [House. April 9, 1818.] 
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45, Concerning the territory of Alabama. [{ House. 
April 9, 1818.] gat te j 
46. Making appropriations for the support 0 
government for the year 1818. [House: April 9, 

1818. 

47 : For the relief of Ashael Clark. 
April 11, 1818.] 

8. For the relief of Sarah Dewees, relict and 
widow of William Dewees, deceased; and the heirs 
and legal representatives of the said William De- 
wees. [House. April 11, 1813.] 2 

49. For the relief of Daniel Burnet, Gibson 
Clark, and the legal representatives of Hubert 
Rowel. [House. April 11, 1818.] ayahns 

50. To extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and returning surveys 
poorest to the general land office; and for desig- 
nating the western boundary line the Virginia mill- 
tary tract. [Senate. April 11, 1818.] 

51. To provide for paying to the state of Indiana 
three per cent. of the net proceeds arising from 
the sates of the United States’ lands within the 
same. [Senate. April 11, 1818.] iheiss ae 

52. To change the name of the district of Erie, 
in the state of Ohio. [{House. April 11, 1818 | 

53. For the relief of John Rodgers. [{House. 
April 11, 1818.] 

"54. For the relief Lemuel H. Osgood. 


il 11, 1818. 
S,. For the ‘aia of general Moses Porter. 


il 13, 1818. ; 
Te es ic enone A Mechanic Relief Society 
of Alexandria. [Senate. April 15, 1818.] 
57. To authorize cere of certain cer tifi- 
se. April 13, 
58, Cs oenen! sant of the act, entitled An act 
to provide for surveying the coasts ol the United 
States.” [Senate. April 14, 1318 } 

59. In addition to an act, entitled “An act for 
the relief of John Thompson.” [Senate. April 14, 
or Making further appropriations for the con- 
struction of the Cumberland road. [House. April 

4, 1818. 

, 61. ‘a a the staff of the army. 
il 14, 1818. 

ae Per the lelief of Michael Jones. 
il 16, 1818.1 beds 

ay easing the manner of appointing Indian 

agents, and continuing the ‘‘Act for establishing 

trading houses with the Indian tribes.” (Senate. 

April 16, 1818. 

ah i the diet of the legal representatives of 

seorge Pearson. [House. April 16, 1818.] 

65. Regulating the pay and emoluments of bre- 
vet officers. [Senate. April 16, 1818} | 

66. In addition to “An act giving pensions to the 
orphans and widows of persons slain in the public 
or private armed vessels of the United States. 
[Senate. April 16,1818] 

67. ‘To suspend for a limited time the sale or 
forfeiture of lands for failure in completing the 
payment thereon. [Senate, April 18, 1818. | 

68. For the relief of Isaac Briggs. (Senate. 

“! 1818. 
sh Par the ier of Thomas Miller and Stephen 
Baker. [House. April 18, 1818.] 

70. For the relief of Seth Sprague and others. 
fHouse. April 18, 1818. ] 

71. Concerning navigation. 
1£18.] 


72. Toestablish a port of entry and delivery at Cape Vincent : 
et the fork of Lake Ontario, and tie head of the river St. Law- 
reuce. (House. April 1s, 1éts., 


[Senate. 


[Senate. 


[ Senate. 


[ Senate. 


{Senate. April 18, 


! 


20, 1818.) 





73. To abolish the port of delivery established at the mouth of 
vow creek, in the state of North Carolina. (House. April 18, 
1818. 

74. Fixing the time for the next meeting of congress. (House. 
April 18, 1818.) 

75. ‘Toenable the people of the Illinois territory to form a con- 
stitution and state government and for the admission of such state 
into the unien on an equal footing with the original states. (House . 
April 18, 1818.) 

76. For the relief of major general Jacob Brown, (House. April 
18, 1818.) 

77. For the relief of Mary Sullivan. (House. April 18, 1818.) 

78. Fixing the compensation of the secretary of the senate and 
the clerk of the house of representatives, of the clerks employed 
in their offices, and of the librarian. (House. April 18, 1818.) 

79. In addition to “An act to prohibit the introduction of slaves 
into any port or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, 


from and after the first day of January, in the year of our Lord 


one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
of the same. (Senate. April 20, 1818.) 
80. For the relief of the houses of ‘Thomas and John Clifford, 
Elisha Fisher and company, Thomas Clifford and son, and Tho- 
inas Ciifford, of Philadeipbia, and Charles Wirgman, of Baltimore. 


and to repeal certain parts 


(House. April 20, 1818) 


81. For the relief of Benjamin Berry. (House. April 20, 1818, ) 

82. For the relief of Jona. Amory, junior, and the representa - 
tives of Thomas C. Amory, deceased. (House. April 20, 1818.) 

83. For the relief of major Loring Austin and George R. Wells. 


(House. April 20, 1918.) 


84. ‘To provide for the publication of the laws of the United 
States, and for other purposes. (House. April 20, 1818.) 

85. To provide for erecting additional buildings for the aecom- 
modation of the several executive departments. (House. April 


86. For the relief of Samuel F. Hooker. (Senate. April 20, 


| 1818.) 


87. For the relief of John Dillon. [House. Aprii 20, 1818.) 

68. Supplementary to the several acts relative to direct taxes 
and jriternal duties. [House. April 20, 1818.) 

89. For transferring the claimsin the office of the commission- 
er to the third auditor of the treasury department. [House. April 
20, 1818.) 

90. ‘To regulate and fix the compensation ofthe clerks in the 
different offices. [House- April 20, 1818.) 

91. For the relief of volunteer mounted cavalry. [House. April 
20, 1818.] 

92. Fixing the compensation of Indian agents and factors. 
(Senate. April 20, 1818. ] 

93. ‘Lo defray the expenses of the militia when marching to 
places of rendezvous. (Senate. April 20, 1818.) 

94. Authorizing the disposal of certain lots of pnblie ground in 
the ay of New Orleans aud town of Mobile. (Senate. April 20 
1818. ‘ 

95. Making the port of Bath, in Massachusetts, a port of entry 
for ships or vessels arriving from the cape of Gold Hope, and from 
places beyond the same; and for establishing a collection district, 
a Belfast shall be the port of entry. (House, April 20, 
1818. 

96. Authorizing a subscription for the statisticad annals of Adam 
Seybert,and the purchase of Pitkin’s commercial statistics. (Senate. 
April 20, 1818.) 

97. Respecting the organization of the army, and for other pur- 
poses. (House. April 20, 1818. 

98. In addition tothe “aet for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States,”and to repeal the acts therein mentioned. 


\(House. April 20, 1318.) 


99. Todivide the state of Pennsylvania into two judicial districts. 
(Senate. April 20, 1818.) 

100. For the relief of John B. Dabney. [House. April 20, 1818.1 

101. For the relief of captain Henry Gist and captain Benjamin 
Johnson. [House. April 20, 1818.] 

102. For the relief of Cornelia Mason. [House April 20, 1818.7 

103. For the relief of John Seybold.—(House. April 20, 1818.) 

104. For changing the compensation of receivers and registers 
of the land offices. (House. April 20, 1818.) 

105. For the relief of Jones Harrison.—(House. A pril 20, 1818.) 

106, = establish and alter certain post roads. (House. April 
20, 1818. , 

107. To continue in force an act entitled “an act relating to 
settlers on lands of the United States.” (House. April 20, 1313.) 

108. Providing for the deposite of wines and distilled spirits in 
public warehouses, and for other purposese (House. April 20, 


-1818.) 


109. For the relief of Richard M. Johnson. (Senate. April 20, 
1818.) 

110. Respecting the surveying and sale of the public lands in 
the Alabama territory. (Senate. April 20, 1818.) : 

111. To increase the duties on iron in bars and bolts, iron in 
pigs; castings, nails, and allum. (House. April 20, 1818.) 

112. Concerning tonnage and discriminating duties in certain 
cases. (Senate. April 20, 1818.) 

1:3. Making appropriations for the public buildings, and for 
furnishing the capitol and president’s house. (House. April 20, 
1818.) 

114. To adjust the claims to lots in the town of Vincennes, and 
for the sale of the land appropriated as a common for the use of the 
inhabitants of the said town. (Senate. April 20, 1818.) : 

115. To increase the pay of the militia while in actual service, 
and for other purposes. (House. April 20, 1818.) 

116. For the relief of John Work. (House. April 20, 1818-) | 

117. Toincorporate the Columbian Institute, fur the promotion 
of arts and sciences. (House. April 20, 1318.) 


ie 
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118. To inerease the salaries of the judges of the Circuit court 
for the district of Columbia. (Senate. April 20, 1818. 

119. For the relief of the widow and children of Jacob Graeff, 
deceased. (House. April 20, 1818.) He 

120. For the relief of Benjamin Birdsall and William S. Foster. 
(House. April 20, 1318.) . : : 

121. For the relief of James Mackay, of the Missouri territory. 
(House. April 20, 13138.) ‘ 

122. To alter and amend an act appreved the third day of March 
one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, entitled, “an act to 
establish a separate territorial government for the eastern part of 
the Mississippi territory.” [Senate. April20,1318.] _ 

123. For the relief of John Hall,,late a major of marines. [Se- 
nate. April 20, 1818.] : 

124. For the relief of Peggy April 20, 1818.) 
Ri For the relief of Mad April 20, 
1813. 

ae Supplementary to the several acts making appropriations 
for the year 1818. [House- April 20. 1318.]} ‘ 

127. To authorise the secretary of the treasury to repay or remit 
eertain alien duties therein described. (Senate. April 20, 1318.) 

128. To increase the duties on certain manufactured articles 
imported into the United States. [H use. April 20, 1818. 

129. Supplementary to an act, entitled “an act to regulate the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” passed the second day 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. [House 
April 20, 1813.] 

130. ‘fo continue in force,from and after the thirtieth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, until the thirtieth of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, the fourth 
paragraph of the first section of the act, entitled “an act to regulate 
the duties on imports and tonnage.” [House. April 20, 1818.] 

RESOLUTIONS. ; 

1. For the admission of the state of Mississippi into the union. 
fSenate. December 10, 1317.) 

2. Authorizing the distribution of certain public documents.— 
[Senate, December 23, 1817.] 

3. Directing a distribution of certain laws among the members 
and delegates of territories of the fifteenth congress. (House. 
December 23, 1817.} 

. 4. Directing the procurement of certain laws. [House. January 
2, 1318. 

5. a to the distribution of the late edition of the land laws 
[Senate. March 9, 1313.] e 

6. Directing the judges of the supreme court to be furnished with 
Wait’s state papers. [House. March 13, 1818.] 

7. Authorizing the transportation of certain documents free of 
postage. [House. March 19, 1818.] 

8. Directing the publication and distribution of the journal and 
proceedings of the convention which formed the present constitu- 
tion of the United States. (Senate. Mareh 27, 131°.] 

9. Directing the distribution of the laws of the fourteenth con- 
gress among the members of the fifteenth congress. [Senate.— 
Mareh 27,1818.) 

19. Directing the secretary for the department of state to pre- 
pare an Index to the acts and resolutions of congress, after the 
close of every session. [House. April 3, 1818.] 

11. Requesting the president of the United States to present a 
sword to colouel Richard M. Johnson. [Senate. April 4, 1818-] 

12, Directing medals to be struck, and together with the thanks 
of congress, presented to major geueral Harrison, and governor 
Shelby, and for other purposes.—({Senate. April 4, 1818.] 


ailey. [House. 
e Poidevin. [House. 


13. Directing the completion of the survey of the waters of the | 


Chesapeake Bay, and for other purposes. [House. April 20, 1818.] 
TREATIES. 

1. A treaty of peace and friendship, made and concluded at St. 
Louis, the 30th day of March, 1817, between the United States and 
the chiefs and warriors of the Menomenee tribe or nation of Indians. 
Ratified ou the 26th of December, 1317. 

2. A treaty of peace and friendship, made and coneluded at St. 
Louis, the 24th day of June, 1817, between the United States and 
the Ottvoes tribe of Indians. Ratified on the 26th of December, 
1817. 

3. A treaty of peace and friendship, made and concluded at St. 
Louis, the 25th day of June, 1817, between the United States and 
the chiefs and warriors of the Pencarar tribe of ludians. Ratilied 
on the 26th of December, 1817. 

4. A treaty made and concluded at the Cherokee Agency, the 
8th day of July, 1317, between the United States and the chiefs, 
head men, warriors of the Cherokee nation east of the Mississippi 
river, and the chiefs, head men, and warriors, of the Cherokees 
on the Arkansas river. Ratified on the 26th of December, 1817. 


5. A treaty of limits between the United States and the Creek | 


nation of {ndians, concluded and signed at the Creek Agency, on 
Flint river, the 22d of Jaguary, 1818. Ratified the 28th of March 
1818, 








War of Independence. 

In vol. I, page 10, of the Weexty RecisTEr, is a 
table shewing the number of troops raised in the 
continental service, with the expenses of the war 
tor independence. 

The Essex Register, of the 18th inst. published a 
similar table, with the addition of the méltia fur- 
nished by the respective states. 


to. 


The following summary comprises the additional 
infor:uation furnished by the table just alluded 


Accurate statement of the troops (continentals and 
militia_) furnished by the respective stutes during the 
revolutionary war, from 1775 to 1783. 














STATES. Total Grand 

Con?’?. Militia) Total. 

New-Hampshire, 12,496} 2,093} 14,589 
Massachusetts, 68,007} 15,155) 83,162 
Rhode Island, 5,908} 4,284) 10,192 
Connecticut, 32,029} 7,792) 39,821 
New-York, 18,351] 3,304] 21,635 
New-Jersey, 10,726) 6,035} 16,781 
Pennsylvania, 24,965} 8,000! 32,965 
Delaware, 2,317; S76) 2,693 
Maryland, 13,912} 4,127) 18,039 
Virginia, 26,563} 5,620) 33,288 
North-Carolina, 7,263; — 7,262 
South-Carolina, 6,417; — 6,417 
Georgia, 2,679) — 2,679 
231,974156,163}288,13 




















Flag of the United States. 


FROM ‘THE WASHINGTON CITY GAZETTE. 

By an act of congress of the 4th instant, it has 
been provided, that, from and after the fourth day 
of July next, the flag of the United States shall be 
thirteen herizontal stripes, alternate red and white; 
and that the union shall be twenty stars, white in a 
blue field. The same act also provides, that, on 
the admission of every new state into the union, 
one star shall be added to the union of the flag; 
which addition is to take effect on the fourth day 
of July then next succeeding such admission. 

By this regulation the thirteen stripes will repre- 
sent the number of states whose valor and resources 
originally effected American independence; and 
the additional stars, (the idea of which has been 
borrowed from the science of astronomy, ) will mark 
the increase of the states since the adoption of the 
present constitution. 

This is the second alteration which has taken 
place in the flag of the United States, and we trust 
it will be the last. There is a manifest inconve- 
nience in altering a national flag; and in the pre- 
sent instance, it may, in some degree, prove inju- 
rious to our navigation, considering the number of 
licentious privateers that are abroad. Our mer- 
chants and navigators would do well to attend to 
the alteration in time. 

The flag of the United States was first designated 
by congress, in a resolution which was passed on 
the 14th of June, 1777. According to that resolu- 
tion the stripes were the same as prescribed by the 
act of the 4th instant; and the union was thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, representing a new con- 
stellation. By act of the 13th of January, 1794, 





| 


the stripes and stars were both to be fifteen in num- 
ber—to take effect from the first of May, 1795. 
This addition of two stars and two stripes to the 
flag was owing to the admission of the states of 
Vermont and Kentucky into the union—the former 
on the 4th of March, 1791—the latter on the Ist of 
June, 1792. The flag as altered by the act of the 
13th of January, 1794, is the present flag of the 
United States. 
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The time allowed for the alteration contemplated 
by the act of the 4th instant is, we fear, too short. 
It dees not allow three months to persons interest- 
ed to prepare themselves for the change; and it will 
take one month at least before the provisions of the 
act will be known at New-Orleans. 

In the case of the first alteration nearly sixteen 
months were allowed, so that American vessels 
employed in distant parts of the world had an 
~ aan of providing themselves with a proper 

ag. 








Constitution of the United States. 


FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 

It appears from the communication transmitted 
by the governor of South Carolina to the president, 
and by him laid before the house of representatives, 
that an amendment to the constitution, passed by 
two-thirds of both houses of congress, and it was 
supposed concurred in by the requisite majority of 
the states, was not in fact concurred in, but was 


- Tejected by the state of South Carolina, who had 


been supposed to have ratified it, and that, without 
her vote, the proposition did not receive the sanc-. 
tion of two-thirds of the states. The amendmen‘ 
referred to has been printed with the late editions, 
as a part of the constitution, and is in the following 
words: 

‘‘ Resolved, by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, two thirds of bath houses concurring, 
that the following section be submitted to the le- 
gislatures of the several states, which when ratifi- 
ed by the legislatures of three fourths of the states, 
shall be valid and binding as a part of the constitu- 
tion of the UnitedStates—“If any citizen of the 
United States shall accept, claim, or receive, or 
retain any title of nobility or honor, or shall with- 
out the consent of congress, accept and retain any 
present, pension, office, or emolument, of any kind 
whatever, from any emperor, king, prince, or fo- 
reign power, such person sball cease tobe a citizen 
of the United States, and shall be incapable of hold- 
ing any office of trustor profit under them or ei- 
ther of them.” 

It ought to be generally known, as it is now as- 
certained, that this amendment was not ratified by 
three-fourths of the states, and therefore is not a 
part of the constitution. 








CHRONICLE. 

Legislative dispute. here has been a pretty 
warm dispute between the two branches of the le 
gislature of New York, as to the right of originat- 
ing money bills. It has been adjusted by a concur. 
reat resolution, which originated in the house, 
“the votes, proceedings and resolutions of both 
houses respectively upon the subject,” were ex- 
punged from the journals; and both branches re- 
main in full enjoyment of their respective rights, 

REVOLUTIONARY soLptERs.—445 old officers and 
soldiers appeared befure Judge Davis, at Boston, 
previous to the 14th inst. to put in their claims 
tuder the late law passed for the benefit of such— 
several were more than &0 years of age, one 88, 
one 84, who died just after his application. 

At York, in Penn. ten persons, and ten only, ap- 
plied to one person to prepare the necessary papers 
to receive the benefit of the law—the oldest was 
81 years, the youngest 58, average of the whole 68 
years. here is a sketch of the life and character! 


—— 
of some of them, in the York Gazeite, The follow- 
ing may amuse and interest our readers— 

Corporal Michael Elly.—This old stooping, win- 
ter beaten and oeworn veteran once had an erect, 
ruddy front. I: the batile of Germantown, he ob- 
served a cannon ball app: oaching his squad, bounc- 
ing on the ground from hillock to hillock, threaten- 
ing the legs of his command with sudden destruc. 
tion—with admirable oreserce of mind, he wheel- 
ed on his right and left outwards to let the ball 
pass, and wheeled into his place «gain as regularly 
as he wonld moun: guer! = “*Righi,” corporal Ely, 
said his officer, always make way for gentlemen on 
such swift business; 1 suppose his orders require de- 
spatch.”” 

Joseph Wren. This old man’s body snd spirit 
seem to be equally tight. He irave!s his 30 miles 
a day with ease. His appearsnce reminds you of 
tie Egyptian mummies so celebrated for their fresh 
and lifelike appearance after the lapse of centnries. 
During the deluge (not Noah’s flood nor yet Deu- 
calion’s, as you might have supposed from ‘:is an- 
cient daie, but the deluse which buried «a thied 
pari of our town in rus, on the ever memorabie 
9th Aug. 1817) old J. Wren, like the lively bird of 
his own name, perci.ed humself in a snug corner of 
the garret of « wo story frame house and went to 
sleep. The iiouse rose on the bosom of the deep, 
plunged all but the garret isto the waves and was 
dashed from surye to surge till it lodged against a 
tree. Five persons were drowned! ‘side by s:de 
they lay,” in a reom of the second story of ‘le 
house. Joseph slept on. At length when the God 
of nature beld out the olive brinch of hope to the 
terror struck tenants of the roofs of the ‘otterin 
houses and the flood subsided so that the “dry 
land appeared”’—when the mighty ocean that had 
been, as it were, created in a moment and precipi- 
tated upon us gathered itself into the mild and un- 
assuring Codorus again, Joseph’s abode of death, 
where vouth and health and female exceilence and 
manly virtue, had been buried in the waves, was 
visited and still he slept. When he was awakened 
he rubbed his eyes, not certam they were bis own 
nor whether he were J. Wren any more; for he 
knew not where he was, unless it might be in some 
vlace on the other side of the grave. -Thus indeed 
has Joseph Wren*had “hair breadth escapes” in the 
‘forest wild and city full,” and is spared to be 
made glad by something very uslike the “ingrati- 
tude.of republics.”— What a spectacle is sergeant 
Thomas’ venerable, honorable and ancient squad! 
Their history is all eventful. Poor, old, jame, 
blind, deaf and forgeifui! They never looked to 
see this day. They have been bandied about from 
pillar to post, often without a home or stated place 
of residence.—Almost every one has lost his dis- 
charge and most of them, in the language of Wil- 
liam Murphy’s petition, have no evidence but their 
own words, their age, their poverty and their scars, 
of having faithfully served their country and of be- 
ing in mind of its support. This old man, William 
Murpby, had the ball which broke his leg at *Sto- 
ney Point,” together with his discharge and twen- 
ty seven pieces of bone taken from his leg, care- 
fully tied up and carried with him as the tokens of 
his country’s gratitude (for \.e tried for a pension 
and got none;) but “by an unlucky Ait,” (of which 
soldiers have many) he ‘fmiss’d them” and has “never 
seen them more.” 

Contested election.—A committee of the senate of 
New York reported, that at tue last election Jediah 
Prendergast received 14,985 votes—Jedediah Pren- 





dergast 91 votes and Jed, Prendergast 10 votes 











NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 25, 1818--CHRONICLE. 


14h 





- rm = 


a ee ad — 





—_—— 


—and that 43 of the 91 votes for Jedediah were re. 
ceived and counted as for said Jediah—and that 
isauc Wilson had 15,009 votes: and, as it appeared 
evident to the committee that all the votes for 
Prendergast were intended for Jediah P. they intro- 
duced a resolution in his favor, as having the ma- 
jority. But the senate confirmed the claims of Mr. 
Wilson to a seat in their body. 

Treaty with the Creeks. On the 22d of January, 
last, a treaty was made and concluded with the 
Creeks, by D. B. Mitchell, esq. on the part of the 
U. S. and has been ratified by the senate, by which 
two tracts of land are ceded by the nation, in con- 
sideration of the sum of 120,000 dollars to be paid 
by the U. S. to the said tribe or nation; 29,000 in 
hand, and 100,000 in ten annual payments. We 
are also to furnish them with two blacksmiths and 
two strikers for three years. 

Married, at China Grove, S. C. by the rev. Mr 
Fiddle,Mr. a Campbell, to his former wife, Mrs. C. 

The Vandals.—We have noticed the decease of 
gen Les. He was buried from a house that had be- 
longed to gen. Green. Com. Henley, of the navy, 
_ assisted by the officers on the station, conducted 
his funeral—the marines formed the guard, and the 
band belonging to our land forces at Amclia, assist- 
ed. The seamen, cleanly dressed, attended. Speak- 
ing of them, a spectator says —“their respectful 
deportment, rough but independent looks, interest. 
ed ny feelings, and leaning against a fine live-oak, 
I was immediately absorded in contemplation. I 
pointed to the procession; they were marching over 
the field where once a fine orange orchard flou- 
rished, An invader of our country had destroyed 
it. Admira! Cockburn had been there, “the last of his 
name;” and a fur greater scourge to mankind than the 
locusts of Africa. Involuntarily [ turned to embrace 
the. venerable but sturdy monarch that supported 
me, for it promised such things should never be 
again! A volley of musketry over the grave of 
general Lez, aroused me; and with folded arms 1 
retraced my steps, while the howling of the minute 
guns from the John Adams, echoed thre’ the 
woods.” 

Cupt. Hart-—The remains of the gallant capt. 
Hart were solemnly interred at Detroit, as urranged 
at a meeting of the citizens, an account of which 
we gave in our last. His fate was more happy 
than that of some of his companions, also wounded 
—they where burnt alive by the allies at the river 
Raisin. 

Mrs. French —Always pleased to notice su- 
perior excelience of any thing of domestic growth 
or product, we are delighted to be informed of the 
complete success that has attended Mrs. French, in 
her late concerts at New York—that great city, in 
which, more than in any other city in America, “all 
the world meets together.” 

She has given two concerts there—the first was 
attended by about 600, and tke second by upwards 
of 1200 persons—the house was overflowing.! 

‘The sweetness of her melody and the powers of 
her yoice, are known to every body in B ‘timore, 
by her frequent performances in private parties 
and at oratorios given for charitable purposes—for 
she long resided here, and is still considered as 
belonging to us. ‘These are her first attempts to 
sing for gain,or asa profession; and in the most diffi- 
cult songs, she is unanimously pronounced as hav- 
ing equalled any one that ever appeared in that 
character in any country. We sincerely wish her 


continued success— she entered upon this business 
with unfeigned reluctance, (for she is a modest, 
retiring and truly amiable woman, possessing the | 


a 
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esteem of all thut know her) under an impression 
that it was her duty to exert her powers for the 
support of her family, her husband having been 
exceedingly unfortunate. | 

Constitutional amendnent.—The legislature of 
New York has adopted the propositions of New 
Jersey to alter the constitution of the U. States to 
define the manner in which representatives in con- 
gress and electors of president and vice president 
shall be chosen—that is, that each state shall be 
divided into districts {o elect one representative 
er one elector each, &c. 

Jesse D. Elijot, late a master commandant in the 
navy of the U. S. has been promoted to the rank of 
post captain. He has well earned this distinction, 
by his gallantry and good conduct in many interest- 
ing occasions. 

Died, \ately, in Oneida county, N. Y. Co}. Stephen 
Moulton, aged 84 years—a gallant soldier of the 
revolution and one of the few that escaped murder 
by starvation on board the never-te-be-forgotten 
Jersey prison ship. 

A Mr. Geider has recently died at Piscataway, 
N.J.aged 116 years and 6 months. And in Cum- 
berland county, Mrs. Scantling, aged 93. 

Also, at Cornwall, Con, Obookiah, a native of 
Owyhee. 

Aiso,in Washington county,Geo. Gen. Jared Irwin; a 
great enemy of the tories in the revolutionary war, 
and a severe combatant of them in the southern 
states—a soldier of the revolution, who frequently 
filled the gubernatorial chair of Georgia, and 
other high and important offices. He was aged 68, 

Aiso, in Georgia, Mr. John Dismukes—who 
fought in “Braddock’s war,” and in the revolution, 

Also, on the 19th ult. near Shawnoetown, Illinois, 
gen. Posey, late governor of !ndiana. He was a 
major in the revolutionary army, anc commanded 
a detachment in advance; at the taking of Stony 
Point by gen. Wayne. 

Steam-boats are multiplying on the western 
waters—one is running between St. Louis and New 
Orleans. 

Newfoundland. Vhe brig Messenger, fitted out 
and ladened with provisions by the liberality of 
Boston, for the relief of the sufferers at Newfound- 
land by the late fires at St. John’s, has returned. 
Her arrival at St. John’s was hailed by all the peo- 
ple, with gratitude. ‘The address of thanks from 
the governor, and various associations, are of the 
most affecting character. The supply was very for- 
tuitous—for the peopie’s wants were great. Every 
possible attention was paid to the master and crew 
of the vessel, and from 1 to 200 men where em- 
ployed 10 days in cutting the ice to permit her 
departure—she arrived one day before the river 
closed. | 

Law cases—A man was lately tried in Pennsyl- 
vanis for the crime of eaves-cropping ; found guilty 
and fined $20, and compelled to give security for 
his good beiaviour. 

Baultemore inspections.—There were inspected at 
Baltimore for the quarter ending on the 3ist ult.— 
124,995 bbls. wheat flour, 2,945 half bbl. do. 5,922 
obis. rye flour; 1336 bbls. and 332 hhds. corn meal; 
1,286 bbis. pork; 1135 do. beef, &c. and 10,685 
barrels and 761 hhds. of domestic liquors, &c. 

The citizens of Detroit, for very powerful rea- 
sons, have petitioned the president and congress to 
take measures for offering for sale the public lands 
in the Michigan territory. QCPA proclamation of 
‘he president has issued for the sale of the lands 
surveyed in the district of Detroit, in Sept. and 





Noy. next. 
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Rhode Island election.—Mr. Kuight, rep. has been; 
re-elected governor of this state. 

Connecticut election. Mr. Wolcott has been re- 
elected govervor, without systematic opposition 
—the secretary and state treasurer are republicans; 
the council or senate, is almost unanimously so, 
and the house of representatives consists of 132 
republicans and 69 federalists! 

As allthe branches of government now harmo- 
nize, Connecticut will probably have a constitution. 

Seminole war. Letters received, dated the 27th 
ult. state it was expected that in nine days there- 
after general Jackson would go against the hos. | 
tile Indians, to hunt them in their holds. He left 
fort Scott on the 11th March, to meet provisions 
from New Orleans, and on the 14th met with an) 





are twenty in number, and so disposed as to form 
one great Star in the centre of a blue field. The 
stripes are thirteen. The law on this subject goes 
into operation on the 4th day of July next. | 

Savannah, April 11.—Col. Marshal, commanding 
the Ist regiment, in this city, received orders last 
evening, from the major general of the Ist division, 
requiring him to hold iis regiment in readiness, 
subjected to march at a moment’s warning—each 
man to be provided with 60 rounds of ball car- 
tridges. The order has been complied with thro’ 
the colonel. 

We understand that a similar order has been 
made on the whole state—the object of which we 
are not at this time prepared to say. 

{To the above is annexed an extract ofa letter 


abundant supply—with which he proceeded to the | from Amelia Island, which gives a report from St. 
Mickasukee towns. His then collected foree was) Augustine, saying that 600 European veterans were 
500 regulars, 1000 militia and several Indian com. expected there to defend the place. 

mands, amounting to about 1800, in all. McIntosh’s | gPfLate newspapers have been received from 
brigade of 776 indians had not then joined, but! France and England—they do not contain any news, 
were expected the next day. A fort had been|except accounis of a most dreadful storm that 
erected in Florida, on the site of the Anglo-negro | raged, especially on the British coasts, from the 5th 
fort, destroyed on the Appalachicola, by the gun-| to the 7th ult. Several houses were unroofed in 
boats from New Orleans, and col. Clinch, some! London “and there was not a street which was not 
time after the conclusion of the war. It is within|strewed with wrecks of chimneys, tiles, slates and 


60 miles of St. Marks, in the heart of the Spanish 
territory. Considerable alarm still prevails in some 
of the frontier counties of Georgia—some houses 
are said to have been burnt by the Indians in Wayne 
county, but we do not hear of any lives being lost. 
It seems quite understood that gen. Jackson will | 
not leave Florida until the war is completely finish- | 
ed. A company of regulars, hale and efficient men, | 
left Baltimore on Thursday the 24th inst. to join’ 
him. Pushmatahaw, a firm acherent to the United | 
States and a principal chief of the Choctaws, had | 
marched a party to act under him. 
Dupont’s mills. Certain benevolent persons of 
Philadelphia raised $600 for the relief of the suf- | 
ferers by the explosion of Dupont’s powder mills, | 
on the Brandywine. In a grateful acknowledge- 
ment of this liberality, the fact 1s stated that the, 
Messrs. Duponts have fixed an annuity of one hun- 
dred dollars on each of the widows of those who! 
were killed on that melancholy occasion. | 
Bank of the U. S—An extensive lot has been | 
purchased on Chesnut street, Philadelphia, for the | 
erection of a building for the bank of the United | 
States. It cost $1000 a foot front, being already | 
covered with fine buildings. | 
Military appointments. The following appoint-| 
ments have been made by the president, with the! 
consent of the senate, under the act just passed, | 
for reducing the staff of the army: | 
Brigadier general Milam Cumming, quarter-mas- | 
ter general. | 
Colonel George Gibson, commissary-general. | 

| 





Joseph Lovell, surgeon general. 

Tobias Watkins and J. C. Bronaugh, assistant 
surgeons general. 

The other hospital surgeons and mates are made 
post surgeons. | } 

S. A. Storrow and Rk. H. Winder, judge advo- 
cates, and Dr. Cave Jones, chaplain and professor 
at the military academy. 

Washington City, April 14.—Yesterday, about 2 
o’clock, the flag of the United States was hoisted 
on the flag-staff of the house of representatives. 








| lead.” 


The accounts from Plymouth, &c. are ter- 
rible—signals of vessels in distress were flying at 
almost every port, but relief could not be given— 
“Within the memory of man” says one account, 
“nothing like it was ever seen.” 

The electioneering campaign for members of par- 
liament proceeds with unprecedented violence— 
opposing parties fight as regularly as they meet. 

The amnesty bijl has passed the house of com- 
mons—238 to 63. 

Stocks, March 13—3 per cent. censols 77 7-8. 

The British papers teem with notices of the Uni- 
ted Siates—every movement we make seems care- 
fully watched, and minutely scanned; and a degree 
of importance is attached to our proceedings that 
we hardly expected. Our old friend, the ‘*Courier,”’ 
is much offended at the occupation of Amelia island 
—other papers express a fear of our future power, 
and some openly rejoice at the strides we are mak- 
ing to the fullness of strength. ‘The Times calls us 
Britain’s “powerful descendant and RIVAL.” 


Meteorological. 
“rom the returns of the registers of the land 
offices, and others, I have deduced the following, 


which may be interesting: 
MEAN TEMPERATURES, BY FARENHEIT, FOR DECEM- 





BER, 1818. 

At Detroit, 26 above Zero 
Wooster, 29 do. 
Zanesville, 35 do. 
Cincinnati, 36 do. 
Milledgeville, 49 do. 
Augusta, 24 do. 


LOWEST TEMPERATURE. 
At Detroit, Dec. 21, 10 below Zero. 


Wooster do. 8 do. 
Zanesville, do. 4 do. 
Cincinnati, do. 6 above do. 
Milledgevilledo. 22 do. 
Augusta, do. 24 do. 


The distance between Detroit and Augusta is 


This is the first flag that has been made since the | about 650 miles, or about 9 degrees 21 minutes of 
passage of the act for altering the banner of the ‘latitude. It is worth observing that the same day, 


7 . _ ? . | 
nation. It was made in New-York, uncer the di- | 


rection of the g.llant captain Reed, late comman-' that space. 
der of the privateer General Armstrong. The stars 


(the Qist) was the coldest through the whole of 
JOSIAH MEIGS. 
Washington City, Feb. 27, 1818. 








